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Mosaie Avt in Thailand, Laos and Vietnan

Early tn 2002 | came across awn internet site referring to
mosaic art tn Vieenam and | found the whole thing very
intriguing. As | was already planning a trip to
Southeast Asia | thew decioed to check out the mosaic
sites along my ‘tourist’ route. | not only visited the
vietnamese sites but | also got dazzled by wmosaic works
b Thaitland and Laos

THAILAND

BangRok was my departure point ln the region. | was
tipped to visit the ‘Grand Palace’ complex ana the ‘Wwat
Pho’ temeple. | did not know what to expect and visiting
these sites enchanted my first few days. The whole
‘Grand Palace’ complex (s covered ln mosaics. It Ls an

]

area in the centre of Bangkok with a temple and royal
residencies. The whole complex has this overwhelming
shine from glass, china and ceramics. The main stupa Ls
completely covered in gold wosaic - which LooRs LLice
slastring’. The temple (Wat Phra Kaew) has 4
combination of glass wmosaies with stuceo relief
In this case, the bits of glass are used as background for
the velief work. The contrast between the relief work and

the weosaie backaround s stummning.
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The ‘Wwat Pho’ - a short ride from the
‘Grand Palace’ - is another great example
of That architecture. This temple houses
a golden Buddha, one of the biggest
reclining examples in tme world.  The
teveple itself follows similar technigques
the ‘qrand Palace’, where the

d as background for the
reLL&"’ work. Around ‘wat Pho’, several

i

be found. These so called

‘Chedl’ are covered Ln china and
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structures can

very peculiar technigue.

The bits of crockery ave perfectly shaped and arve only
used for the main lines of the design. In this case, the
backgrownd did wot receive a mosaic coating and the

wall itself is the background. Appluing tesserae in this

o/
waly cives the structure a wonderful three-dimensional
effect and, to highlight that, the eain parts of the desion




The flowers, fish and dragons
found around the site are all made
by the build-up of tesserae in this

fascinating 3D technique. Own
some ‘Chedi’ the background are
tiled and 3D wosaic designs

applied. Samples of mosaics can be
found throughout Thailanad and
awnother place to ‘oe visited is the cﬁtg
of Chiang Mai in the North. There
are several temptes L the area ana
it wouldl be difficult to name them
all. The the
\wot Phra That’ on a hilltop - and

most Lnterestl V) s

some others n the cL’:;j centre. The
whole Thai temple architecture (s
very complex. Bvery ':Lvm detail has
lts own meaning

ond Ls based cwEu.ddmsm. As | am

’rth teymal wc,omﬁ

not an expert, | focused only in

pbserving wosaic technigues. The
use of wmosaic in Thailand or some
of its elements seems to be closely

velated to relipton as Lw

C

EUropean vaosaics.

Adfter Thailand | had a brief stop in
cambodia where | could not find
any Whajor mosaie work. Mayoe the
beauty f{ the
made

-0 wee whitle.

overwhelming

tewmaples
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VIETNAM

From Cawbodia | entered Vietnam

2 [ 'ty
and oot back Lwn the search Tov
mosale sitkes. LLReE L atland, |
could Find wosaic jetz'.ts L several
remples and u?"‘"? C‘N salen

all the way up worth. However, the
best wwosaic sites arve Ln Dalat
a:em?—.mt highl /uog) and Hue, near
the former oe Litariseot zowe.

n Dalat, the place to
visit Ls the Dragown Pagoda. The
‘the

pagoda of the lucky Buddha’
ts dragow,
which is made of bits from over

local populat ton call Lt

ALous

12,000 beer bottles. £ is an
spectacular sculpture in the
aaroden Alsp, the whole
building has been decorated
with crockery mosates. ks
beawtg lfgsr=—tw.—the - .3
chavacteristics of the work,
slightly different from the

That technio \UE. In this case, we
o

=t o ;
full use of wosalc

and an Lntricote

find
backgrounds

.—prrg.(ae

positioning oT ess

following the sculptural cunves
of the columns, which are

shoped Llike dragons. The
tesserae wmaking the teeth are
particularly Lnteresting.

Mosaie works can also be seen
on ‘*ke roof of the pagoda where
the Lotus flower plays a central
we see 4 dozewn 2D
Lotus buds and plenty of fully

rote. There

open ongs. The open in—m Ls
partiw',amj
divided up tn several

thin petals which ave covered bn

interesting for

being

satterned chtwa. The pagoda
was bullt in the 1930's and

fully restored tn



the 1980's when wost of the wosaics were
applied. n Hue, former Lmperial capital, w
can find several wosaic sites.

However, the best site is the mausoleum of the
enmperor Khal Dinh, along the Perfume River.
The mausoleum has one of the masterpieces of
vietnamese mosaie art. The main rooms are
covered in glass and china wosaies. The
shine is magnificent. Once again | noticed
the intricate pLaceMewt of tesserae in the 3D
fashion, so characteristic of Vietnamese
mosaies. The bits of china or glass followed
perfectly the curves c{ the plaster, becoming
the »e’wf themselves. | was stunned by the
sight of o Little c:ur:i. on the wall made entirely
from hand cut bottles and positioned with

perfection as if flying out of the wall. The site

5N

<

U
was bullt tn the 192

.

0’s and rCC"V‘»tL[/! restored.
st preserved mosale site tn VLe*mDm

Awnotiner sLte to e visited n Hue is

the wperial citg. There we can fin

2

mosale. wWorRs adorning several
buildings. This site is wot n a
great condition due to several
Ma;,'\v‘o, out MQ'VJ,/ the war. It was
DPAYL u jﬂ"*wwj and has yet to
oe Tfu_i.',g '."'Es't,"na(. . ln some parts the

mosaie work has been renmewed.




However, the wwost interesting building for
mosates is falling apart. This building has relief
wosaics own the tnternal and external walls and
the best part are the flgurative sculptures on the
roof top.

My wnext stop from Hue was Hawnol, the capital.
This city is one of the most beautiful Freach
colonial cities in the region and the Fine Art
Museum houses an tncredible Lacquer-painting
collection. Plenty of eggshell wosaics can be

seen  Lacorporated  into  those paintings.
Contemporary mosate works caw also be seen in
places around Hawnol. tn the area surrounding
the Ho Chi Minh Museum | could spot two
mosaics  depicting  “‘communist”  scenes.
However, as the whole area is heavily guarded, |
could not get closer to better appreciate thew.

LADS
g i From Vietnam | flew to Laos. ln the capital,
PR \/icntiane, | could find mosaics adorning

RN <cveral tevples and the most interesting one
3 was ‘wat In Paeng’ tevaple with its fantastic
wosaics facade. The wosaie facade is
entirely green - wade from glass as a
vackground to an intricate wood relief. | alse
visited the Buddha Park just outside
vientiane. The park is along the Merong
viver and it was built tn the 1950's. The area
Ls covered n conerete sculptures depicting
scenes related to Buddhisme. | could spot the
odd bit of tessevae here and there on a few
sculptures.




v Laos, the best mosaics are bn Luang Prabang,
a charming French colonial city. There are two
main sites. The first one is the National
Museum, former Royal Palace. n this site, the
Throne Hall has all the walls covered in wosaics
and | was amazed whew | entered the room. The
whole mosaic has a very peculiar technique. The
background was the wall itself and the main
bmages were mosaics. In the Lao mosaics, the
vackground is red plaster and the main desions
are wmade from Japanese glass, which is very
thin and highly reflective. The mosaic depicts
scenes of Lao festivals and the sheer number of
people and animals depicted on the wall was
wunbelievable. The palace was built in 1909 and
the wmosaics were applied during the

refurbishment in the 1960's.




The other site bn Luang Prabang Ls the ‘wat
Xieng Thong’ tewple, with its “Tree of Life’
wosaic. The work follows the same
chavacteristics of the one in the Museum
differing only by the use of some seulptures
such as an elephant head and Lotus flowers. In
the temple, the wosate work adorns the outside
walls while the one in the musewm is tndoors,
BY seeing both sites | could view the same
techniques and ideas under natural and
artificial Lights.

When 1 set off ln this jowney | had ne
idea | would find such a diversitu of

sites and techniques. South East Asia as

o whole ls an amazing place and 1 bet

there ave plenty of wiosaies out there to be
ot

seen., For wie, the East will never cease o
wonder.



